
Overview of CCI position – State Sustainability 
Strategy. 
 
The term “sustainable development” is preferred by CCI to “sustainability”. Compared to 
“sustainability”, the ideas represented by the term “sustainable development”:  

• are more clearly defined, 
• are more capable of implementation, 
• are more widely accepted by and acceptable to the state, national and international 

communities, and 
• represent a more desirable and beneficial set of objectives. 
 

CCI’s preferred definition of sustainable development is that of the World Business Council for 
Sustainable Development (WBCSD): 
 

“forms of progress that meet the needs of the present without compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet their need” 
 

Sustainable development policies should aim to maximise the capacity of the current generation 
to meet its own needs and goals not attempt to direct activity towards what are judged to be 
“genuine” needs.  
 
Achieving social, economic and environmental progress requires that diversity, innovation and 
experimentation must flourish. This means that the role of government in achieving sustainable 
development should be to enable, facilitate and support, rather than to direct or prohibit. 
 
CCI supports the idea that “improvement” is an essential part of sustainability /sustainable 
development, however, we disagree with the paper’s insistence that improvement be 
“simultaneous”. 
 
CCI has two key objections. Firstly, the benefits of a particular initiative often eventuate only over 
time, not immediately or in tandem. Secondly, there are many activities whose value in one of the 
three spheres – economic, environmental or social – will generally outweigh its costs in others. 
Residential aged care, for example, is heavily supported by government subsidies and may never 
meet strict criteria of ‘sustainability’ in economic or environmental terms, but its social benefits 
outweigh its environmental and economic costs. 
 
It is unrealistic for all proposals or activities, as suggested in the Draft Paper, to pass all three 
tests in order to be deemed sustainable. The balance of all activities should result in improvement 
across all three areas, not necessarily that every initiative should demonstrably generate 
improvement in all three areas. 
 
Not all social, environmental and economic objectives should be given equal weight in every 
government decision, nor should each initiative be demonstrated to show positive results against 
all substantive objectives. The context and purpose of activity will determine the relevance of 
different objectives, and also the weight and attention given to the costs and benefits they are 
expected to generate. 
 
For the Draft Report's proposed definition of sustainability to be workable requires fairly complete, 
transparent and generally agreed understanding of what constitutes an economic, social or 
environmental “improvement”. Judging what is an improvement can be imprecise and 
subjective, especially as information is often imperfect, 
people's values and worldviews differ. Evaluating social and 
cultural “improvement ”  is particularly difficult even where 
the consequences of a policy or proposals are well understood. 
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The Draft Paper systematically downplays the role of business 
and its contribution to the theory and practice of sustainable 
development. It does not recognise the extensive work already 
in place, it proposes many wholly new initiatives, rather than 
seeking to build upon and expand businesses' existing 
initiatives, and learn from their successes and failures. It 
fails to recognise that the initiatives businesses have taken 
are largely in response to changes in the business 
environment. In consequence, the Draft Paper places too little 
emphasis on measures which will reinforce and encourage 
business initiatives to explore practical and innovative 
approaches to sustainable development, and too much on 
government's role. 
 
The Draft Paper's tendency to downplay businesses' concerns, 
initiatives and achievements is particularly evident in its 
representation of the WBCSD's “Sustainability Through The 
Market: Seven Keys To Success ”. The box in which the WBCSD's 
‘7 keys’ are shown does not reproduce the original or its 
summary verbatim from the source – the language and 
descriptions have been altered. In some cases this has the 
effect of changing the emphasis, or even meaning, of the 
original, and omitting some of the points clearly intended to 
be given considerable emphasis in the original document. This 
has the effect of presenting the role of business and the 
market as more passive, less significant, and less 
constructive than the WBCSD's original. Most mentions of the 
concerns of mainstream business economics – the importance of 
competitive markets and consumer choice, free trade, legal 
protections of property rights etc - have been toned down or 
taken out. 
 
It is vital that sustainability assessments for any plan, 
policy, program or project is not overly onerous, 
unpredictable, time consuming or antidevelopment. There will 
be substantial negative social and environmental as well as 
economic effects if projects are unnecessarily delayed or 
costs increased because of sustainability assessment. CCI is 
especially concerned about the burden that could be placed on 
smaller businesses and others that do not have the resources 
or capacity to enter into a complex and opaque sustainability 
assessment process. CCI supports a sustainable development 
process that recognises: 

• the essential role of the market in meeting the various 
and changing needs of the community 

• a balanced governance framework that includes property 
rights, equitable trade terms, respect for comparative 
advantage, ordered competition between businesses, and 
predictability of government interventions. (taken in 
part from The Business Case for Sustainable Development, 
2002) 

• the value of the contribution of business to the process 
and the ability of business to set their own agenda 

• equity in the contribution of all stakeholders to the 
process  



• while consultation is an essential part of the 
sustainable development, it is not the panacea for 
success of the process 

• government continues to have an essential role in 
decision making for the good of the whole community 

• economic development is an essential component of 
maintaining and improving social and environmental 
conditions, both regionally and internationally. 
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